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Thomas L. Portle, Reclamation Soils Specialist 4U:f
Permittin Fie Tour IdeaI Basic Indus t ries Devils
Slide orqan ount Utah

0n April i, 1985 Susan Linner and Tom Port1e of the Division
performed a peimitting inspection of the above-mentioned operation.
The purpose of the inipection 1aas to begin the process of permit
finallzbtion. The applicant submitted MR-l and 2 Forms in 1977.,

which the Division has never responded to. In a recent operations
and progress sepoIt the applicant inOicated that the permit area

"""u'"gu-will 
be increased. by 126 aclg? to 396 acres, the total

extent of Ideal Basicrs p"oierty. This request is found in a letter
of March 12, 1985 from Mr. P. E. Thomsen.

The office meeti-ng consisted of a brief overview of how the
Division processes peimit applications and an opportunity for those
present ihcluding Bryant Gilbs, Plant Manager, to meet with Division
staff. A copy oi fiife 4O-8 wis provided to the company at this
time. Compahy i"pr-"entatives inbicated that there vrere no plans to
disturb the rLquested ne1l/ acreage in the near future.

The field portion ygas mostly aimed at getting .an idea of the
baseline veget'ation and soils ih the area targeted lot the acleage
amendment. pictures of topioil depths (approiimately 14 inches) and

subsoil depths Q foot p1u's) were taken to establish the presence of
worthwhife occurrences bf soil. No soil has been salvaged in the
history of the operation which dates back to I9I3.

No contemporaneous recl-amation has occured to date ' The company

considers aI1 current disturbances to be active mining areas.

The majority of the vegetation on t!-,u area to be disturbed
consisted of sa!eOrusn, wiIn some horsebrush and penstemon. Pockets
of maple and oaX brush were found in more sheltered areas I an9. there
were some r".[[u""0 junipers. Grasses uiere total]y absent. The

shrubs had been heavily grazed and it appears that the area may be

an important deer wintering area.



Page 2
Memorandum Noncoal- File
April I1, 1985

The most salient environmental- problem observed lvas at the plant
refuse disposal Location. Here wind blown fines biere visible and no
sign of mitigation activity was observed. Mr. Giles when asked
about this aiea commented that the problem ceases after a rain.
photographs rlrere taken to document the magnitude of this probl-em.

No drainage control of any kind was observed. Runoff from
disturbed areas and roads drains without treatment into the V{eber
River.

In summary environmental concerns observed during this
inspection weie: t) lack of a topsoil management PJanr 2) wind blown
fines at the refuse area and t) lack of sedimentation control'

The operator was instructed to expect a review letter regarding
their mine plan amendment and the finilization of their permit.

Lowell Braxton
Dave Darby
Susan Linner
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